which the food is reduced to a form in which it can be absorbed from the intestinal canal, and taken up by the blood vessels. Animals alone are furnished with a digestive apparatus. All of them, from man down to tlie Polypus, contain an alimentary canal or cavity variously shaped. We must therefore conclude, that the existance of a digestive apparatus, is an essential characteristic of the animal kingdom. And that food which is intended to nourish the body, must be subject to a digestive process, before it can be absorbed, and carried through the system. In the vege- The muscular coat is formed throughout its entire length by two layers of fibres, one longitudinal, the other transverse.
The alternate contraction, and relaxation of these two sets of fibres produce the peristaltic or vermicular motion, by means of which the food is carried through the canal from above downwards. The will directs, to a certain extent, the motion of its two extremities, while the motion of the rest of the canal, is involuntary. The {To be continued.)
